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Outline

• Introduction to Muscat
• What every librarian can do
• Cataloging a manuscript
• Other authority files
• Muscat beyond RISM
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Muscat is…

• Multilingual
• Web based
• Platform independent
• Open source
• Developed by the 

RISM Central Office 
and RISM 
Switzerland
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Muscat features…
• Version control
• Commenting system
• Folders
• Built-in connection to the 

Virtual International Authority 
File (VIAF)

• Integrated online catalog 
search

• Intuitive look and feel
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Data in Muscat are…

• MARC21
• Published in online 

catalog
• Linked data and linked 

open data
• Data import and export



Muscat:

Full record view



Muscat: Cataloger’s view
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Muscat resources

• Tutorials
• Guidelines
• Training server
• Workshops
• Full training by RISM staff
See: http://www.rism.info/community/muscat.html
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Authority files and controlled vocabulary

• Images
• Institutions
• Liturgical festivals
• Personal names
• Places
• Secondary literature
• Subject headings
• Titles/text incipits
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Muscat access

Go to: http://muscat-training.rism.info
Email: training01@rism.info

Any number between 01 and 50

Password: password

Note: Muscat is optimized for Firefox and Chrome. Do not use Internet Explorer!
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What every librarian can do

• Make corrections

Practice: Change the composer of an 
anonymous piece to any name you wish.



Making corrections
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What every librarian can do

• Link to digitized music
Practice: Go to the Library of Congress’s Music Treasures Consortium at 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/music-treasures-consortium/
and find any digitized music manuscript. 

Enter the permalink in the field External Resource (856).



Link to digitized music



www.rism.info

What every librarian can do

• Add holdings to printed editions



Add holdings



www.rism.info

Cataloging examples

• Answers are online at 
http://www.rism.info/community/muscat
under “More examples to practice”



Cataloging example 1: Score



Plaine & Easie Code
4
DEFG
/
ABCD



Plaine & Easie Code
Octaves: use ' and ,
4DEFG/AB
''CD
/'''CDE
,B/
'CD



Plaine & Easie Code
Rests: use -
1-/
2--/
4----/
8----6---



Plaine & Easie Code
Beaming: use {     }
1D/
2DE/
8FG
{8FG}
{6FGAB}



Cataloging example 2: Score and part



Cataloging example 3: Collection
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Muscat beyond RISM

• Use Muscat as your database
• Customize Muscat for your project’s needs
• Take RISM’s data as a starting point, or 

create your own data pool
• Optional: Share your data with RISM and 

enrich the international database
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Workshops

• October 4-6, 2018
– Focus on printed music
– Frankfurt RISM office

• Workshops upon request
– In Frankfurt
– Elsewhere
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Contact

Jennifer Ward: jennifer.ward@rism.info
RISM Zentralredaktion
Frankfurt, Germany


